7

whosé manumissions have already taken effect, the Board
have taken all the means in their power to fulfil their duty
owards them, in such manuer as appeared to them con-
sonant with the benevolent provisions of the act of the
General Assembiy. | |
The board have received returns, with lists of the free
eopie of coiour residing in the counties respectfully, from
the Sheriffs of all the counties of the State, with the ex-
ception of those. of Prince Georges, Baltimore, Harford
and Worcester counties, from which none have been re-
ceived. |
The amount drawn by the Board from the Treasury of
ihe State, during the year is eight thousand dollars ($8000;)
and a full account of the disbursements of so much there-
of as has been expended 1s herewith respectfully submitted.
The vouchers for such expenditures, together with . the
minutes ol the proceedings of the Board and all their other

books and papers, they hold subject to such examination as

your hon. body may be pleased io direct; and - they would .
respectfully ask leave to refer to the same for all such fure .
ther details of their acts and proceedings as may be requir-,

- -~ N

ed; and which they may have erred in judging i ummecTs
sarv to introduce into this Report.

of
-

Tt will be observed thata considerabie portion ©
amount expended by the Board has been for objec”

‘which the benefit is expected to be of a permanent

racter; and the expenses of the Board in many items W
pot have imcreased had a much larger emigration ta
place. 'The reasons which prevenis this have beer
alluded to; but so much informaiion hes now been

) S

among the free coloured popuiation, ana suci i3 168 SPIit.

prevailing amongst many of them, that it is believed that

numbers will gladly avail themselves during the ensuing
year of the privileges offered them, and there 1s every
reason to hope that the great and philanthropic enterprize
in which the State of Maryland has embarked, will b8
crowned with complete success.

Respectfully submitted,
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